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Beyond Our $1M Milestone

FONTBONNE COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Beginning Our 14th Year of Supporting Academic Hopes and Dreams

Welcome, Dr. Nancy Blattner, Fontbonne University President
and Newest FCC Member
During her second week as Fontbonne University
President, Dr. Nancy Blattner spoke with FCC and
Fontbonne faculty member Susan Lenihan. Nancy
served as Vice President for Academic Affairs from
2004 to 2009, so the conversation was an
opportunity to reconnect and learn about her
special memories of Fontbonne, her vision for the
University and her gratitude for FCC.
Nancy has many fond memories of her time at
Fontbonne. She related her transformational
experience when first attending the Catch the Fire
ceremony that begins each academic year. The
ceremony tells the story of the Sisters of St. Joseph
coming to St. Louis from France and invites
students to “catch the fire” of the sisters’ passion
and commitment to serve the “dear neighbor.” After
the ceremony, Nancy told her husband Tim that
she had found her home in Catholic higher
education, beautifully aligned with her personal and
professional beliefs. She also spoke about her joy
of participating in Fontbonne Day, as faculty, staff
and students serve the community.
Nancy shares a deep connection with the Sisters of St. Joseph. In 2006, she traveled to Le Puy and
Lyon, France, in a group that included FCC members Sister Mary Carol Anth and Sister Rita Schmitz.
They visited the original home of the CSJs, and Nancy shared a moving story of visiting the grave of
Mother St. John Fontbonne and singing Sancte Joseph.
When asked about her vision for Fontbonne and how FCC might support the University, Nancy said
she is incorporating information from all constituents to promote academic excellence, upgrade
facilities and better support faculty. She noted that FCC funding of awards such as student-faculty
research, high impact practices, retention and improvements to the look and functionality of the
campus enhance the quality of the Fontbonne experience for both faculty and students. She
expressed gratitude for the powerful impact of FCC women’s philanthropy and noted the major
difference this network makes through its funded projects.
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Nancy also shared how excited she and Tim are to be back in St. Louis, close to family and
friends here. She enjoys walking in the neighborhood near Wydown House, listening to music,
reading and traveling. To learn more about our new president, view the fun and informative video,
13 Questions with Fontbonne President Dr. Nancy Blattner. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=PSePBIEc15s
FCC members look forward to getting to know Dr. Blattner and to supporting her vision for
Fontbonne’s future. And we are delighted to announce that she is our newest FCC member!

Fine Arts Department Woodshop Renovation
Anthony “Tony” Borchardt received FCC funding this past year to rehab Fontbonne’s woodshop.
The results are stunning. What formerly was a haphazard room, where they typically closed the
door whenever a tour passed by, is now a neat well-organized and well-equipped workroom,
ready for use by students and faculty alike. Now they’re able to work at an artisan level, with hand
tools and machinery, making items that are both useful and aesthetically pleasing. These updates
mean students will gain confidence in their skills and be proficient in both design and execution.
Tony graduated from Fontbonne himself and has an MFA. He attended Fontbonne thanks to
one of his high school art teachers, Donna Walter, who’d graduated from Fontbonne. She took
him to see the campus; he liked the idea of a smaller college and found it to be a good fit. After
graduation, he concentrated on his art, mainly going to trade shows and art fairs.
Eventually Tony felt teaching calling him, and he returned to Fontbonne as a faculty member and
Director of the Fine Arts Gallery. In 2018, he was honored with the university’s Joan Goostree
Stevens Excellence in Teaching Award, the highest recognition Fontbonne bestows on faculty
members. That same year, Tony also received an Emerson Excellence in Teaching Award,
bestowed annually by Emerson on outstanding St. Louis area educators.
Tony says his initial inspiration was his grandfather, who loved to work with wood and metal. Tony
is delighted to be able to pass along his own love of the arts to his students.
BEFORE

AFTER
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G.R.A.C.E. Filled Summer Zoom Event
Dr. Amanda Eaton is an Assistant Professor in Fontbonne’s Communication Disorders and Deaf
Education Department. This past June, she and some of her graduate students gave a Zoom
presentation about the developments that have grown out of the G.R.A.C.E. program, which FCC
funded in 2014. FCC always hopes that seed money we provide for projects and dreams will have
ripple effects and grow in ways we had not anticipated. This presentation gave proof to that hope.
G.R.A.C.E. (Group Rehabilitation for Aphasic Communication Effectiveness) is a program that
allows speech clinicians to work with adult stroke survivors in a group setting, rather than in
individual sessions. This much more economical option has proved very popular and successful,
even years after a stroke is experienced. The program also helps reduce the social isolation felt
when stroke victims can no longer speak as easily
as they once did. Their friends and families tend
to have fewer contacts with them, because of the
communication difficulties, which leads to further
adverse effects. During the current COVID-19
pandemic, we all have felt the effects of isolation —
imagine dealing with that the rest of your life.
What began as a single group with a two-hour
session once a week has now grown to three
groups, working three times a week, for two hours
each session. Each group now has its own Facebook page, where it feels safe to communicate,
however best they can, with others in the group.

Additionally, they now have a Movie Club, a Book
Club and a Gardening Club — along with Math
&Technology Tuesdays and regular outings into the
community. All activities are designed to include
the social aspects of life. There is a waitlist to join
the program, and services are offered free to all
participants.
Last February, student clinicians in the program
were invited to assist on a unique cruise, specially
designed for stroke survivors and their families.
Students were excited to work with survivors, get to
know their families and observe the daily challenges
they all face. Shipboard dining together, opened up further conversation about what life was like,
both before and after the stroke. Also on the cruise were experts in the field of Aphasia (loss of
language due to stroke or brain damage). There were ample learning opportunities for students, as
well as support groups for caregivers. Participating families bonded with others from across the
country, who faced similar situations. There was time for fun, too, since this was a cruise to the
Caribbean. Yet several students commented on the value and satisfaction of simply getting to know
the survivors and their families — and better understanding the challenges from their perspective.
Amanda thanks FCC for the opportunity to share her work and her passion for this project. She
emphasizes, “The impact of FCC generosity is far reaching and life-changing!”
A recording of Dr. Eaton’s presentation is available HERE
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Food Lab Facelift
Dr. Jamie Daugherty, Chair of the Family and Consumer Services
Department spoke about services offered in that department at an
FCC Zoom event on July 20th. This department, formerly known
as Home Economics, has a classroom for lectures, interactive
lessons and food demonstrations. Renovation of the Food Lab is
currently underway to meet standards for a commercial kitchen.
After completion, the Food Lab can also be used by outside groups
for community service. The lab has six stations outfitted with
stoves, sinks and cooking equipment, and it is also used for
Fontbonne’s Summer Camps, where children learn to prepare
foods inspired by other countries, while being supervised by
Fontbonne students.
FCC funds will enable the department to have a teaching kitchen
format to work with medical students and nursing students and
help them learn about dietary interventions and basic cooking.
Established partnerships with Special Olympics will help athletes and their families learn about good
nutrition. Instruction for Big Brothers and Big Sisters organizations and work with dietitians and
Bariatric Support Groups can be offered, as Fontbonne undergraduate and graduate students oversee
and provide vital life skills in this food-based community outreach.
A related innovation, also funded by FCC, is the Griffin
Market, a food pantry established to aid anyone on
campus during a time food insecurity. Located in room
109 in the East building, the Griffin Market stocks food
and personal hygiene items and is staffed by students.
Asking for help is never easy, and students working
with students puts a lighter touch on this support
service. It also gives the staff an opportunity to learn
when a student is in need of other campus services,
so they can coordinate with appropriate departments.
Donations of food or funds is always welcome.
Yet another FCC funded project is the community
garden, established in the courtyard of the Fine Arts
Building. Now used by various departments, its
growing popularity is building community as well as
growing veggies. All these projects show ways in
which FCC supports Fontbonne by helping to increase
community awareness of the University and its service
to the “dear neighbor.”

A recording of Dr. Daugherty’s presentation
is available HERE
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Virtual FCC PLANNING MEETING for ALL MEMBERS
Growing Beyond St. Louis!
Wednesday, August 12, 2020
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM CT
Login to the meeting starting at 9:45 AM CT
Program includes large group discussion,
plus break-out sessions to plan
events, awards calendar and membership recruitment for the upcoming year.
We count on your unique and important voice
to help develop FCC vision/goals/plans for the coming year.
Join Zoom Meeting
By Computer: https://zoom.us/j/92987882574
By Browser https://zoom.us/join Meeting ID: 929 8788 2574
By Phone:301-715-8592, Meeting ID: 92987882574#
Click here to Register
We look forward to collaborating with you on August 12th!

JoAnn Donovan
Fontbonne Community Connection Chair 2020 - 2021

FCC PRAYER CONNECTION
Are you or a loved one in need of special prayers? Simply make a request.
Do you wish to pray for fellow members in need of prayer? Join the FCC Prayer
Connection. Your only commitment is to respond in prayer as requests arise.

Click HERE to make a specific prayer request and/or
HERE to become a praying member.
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Message from the Chair
As FCC begins its new year I am
honored to serve as your new
Chair, with Vice Chair Connie
Diekman and Past Chair Joan
Kelly at my side. Joan has done
a remarkable job during her
three-year service as Chair, and
we are fortunate to have her
continue her leadership on the
EAC. Thanks to Wendi Valenti,
our Fontbonne liaison, for her
able and continuing contributions to virtually
everything we do.
We welcome President Dr. Nancy Blattner. Nancy
is an experienced and dynamic leader with whom
we look forward to working as we continue to align
the FCC funding with the university’s strategic
vision and needs.
We’re delighted to welcome Nancy, as FCC’s
newest member! And how nice it was to see so
many members, especially out-of-town members,
participate in our Zoom events! This issue features
those events.
Consider opting in to the FCC Prayer Connection.
It helps us stay connected during times of need.
See page 5 or visit FCC Online and click on the
Prayer Request tab to make a prayer request, or
on the Join tab to receive notice of others’ prayer
requests.
FCC extends our deepest sympathy to member
Jeanine Bubash Pelikan on the death of her
husband Douglas. May his soul rest in peace.
I hope to see you all at our Planning Meeting on
August 12 at 10:00 am CT. Your invitation (page 5)
includes the link and instructions to join the Zoom
videoconference. We want your input as we plan
for the coming year. It’s also a great opportunity to
see each other again!

JoAnn

JoAnn Donovan, FCC Chair

Coming Events
August 12, 2020—10 AM CT
Annual Planning Meeting, via Zoom
October 2, 2020—12:30 PM CT
Awardee Celebration, via Zoom
Due to the uncertainty of events and
meetings at this time, new calendar
items will be emailed to members

FCC Officers 2020-21
OFFICERS
Chair: JoAnn Donovan
Immediate Past Chair: Joan Kelly
Vice-Chair: Connie Diekman
Corresponding Secretary: Barb Atteln
Recording Secretary: Nancy English
Treasurer: Paula Bakula
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Archives & History: Nancy English
Awards: Susan Lenihan & Mary Lee Walter
Bylaws: Barb Atteln
Communications: Joan Falk
Events: Mary Grace & Joan Kelly
Membership: Lucy Hahn & Maggie Fowler
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